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him; and I rather skillfully played on the deadly monotony
of Bonaparte's court, where subtlety and taste were lacking.
The lovely Aim6e never suspected that the man she
could not convince was already just as convinced as she
was of the necessity for restoring the Bourbons, and from
far more serious and deeper reasons than her love for the
King, But it was impossible for him to tell her. His life
would have been in danger if the slightest indiscretion
had given the imperial family, its advisers, or Napoleon
any reason to suspect that he was working for the ruin
of the Empire. His real thoughts on the subject are to be
found in the MdmoireSj rather than in his relations with
the men and women come to consult the oracle. Further-
more, he did not have the solution of the catastrophe
caused by the Revolution in his pocket, as certain his-
torians seem to believe. The solution did not depend upon
him but upon the course of events, upon the war, the
Coalition, and its policy. But the policy of the Coalition,
at the beginning of 1814, seemed to be running counter
to all his plans. On January 11, Austria had managed to
entice Murat into an alliance. Article IV of the treaty
read as follows:
His Majesty, the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and
Bohemia, guarantees to His Majesty, the King of Naples, and
to his heirs and successors, the free and peaceful possession of,
as well as the complete sovereignty over, all the states which
His Majesty at present holds in Italy. His Imperial and Royal
Apostolic Majesty will endeavor to bring about the agreement
of his Allies to this guarantee.
Still more serious was the first secret Article:
In order to remove all pretext for strife between Their
Majesties, the King of Naples and the King of Sicily, His
Majesty, the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bo-
hemia, pledges himself to use every means of securing in favor
of His Majesty, King Joachim Napoleon, and his descendants,
a formal renunciation from His Majesty, the King of Sicily, of